
Dec 9 1954       East Hampton, L.I. 

        New York, U.S.A. 

 

My dear Ida,  

  I wish you knew how glad I was to get your letter. I could not 

help feeling concerned about you & now your letter is so reassuring. I 

bvelieve myself that it is not so much physical effort that strains the heart & 

system so much as anxiety & mental strain. That was what sent me to 

hospital. I do more physical work than then, yet I seem to get by & to be in 

better shape than when I had the whole load of British public relations in this 

country on my shoulders. 

  So my dear Ida you must try not to let things bother you too 

much – Of course I know how hard this is -  I can be philosophical about 

other people’s children, but find it hard with my own! – we have our share 

of family worries – I get cross but Helen is always forgiving and thinks only 

of their happiness & welfare. 

 Donald, the eldest, has just told us he expects to marry next year – We 

know the girl, a very nice very capable girls who has a highly paid job in 

New York, which she will keep because they could probably not afford to 

live on Donald’s salary – Life is very hard for young people in New York 

because rents are so high, about L40-L50 a month for a couple of rooms 

even in a cheap quarter. We are 120 miles from New York city, but even 

here the cost of living is so high we shall probably have to sell our place & 

go elsewhere. 

 Peter is in Florida where his boss has his winter office - & he lives in 

great luxury (to our way of thinking) – He graduated as a engineer so has a 

good salary equal to about L1200 a year-  Angus has his big exam on the 

16
th

 – so we are keeping him in our minds. Then he has to write a thesis & if 

that is successful  he will be a doctor of Philosophy & then he hopes to get a 

job as a lecturer in a university – We shall be relieved when he is earning his 

living, and if he can find the right girl, when he is married – He is the happy 

member of the family – very good company – and very popular – qualities 

which need a little ballast.  

 I wish you would send me a list of all the young people & their 

families. I am interested in keeping track of them. 

 This should arrive before Christmas, so it carries affectionate 

greetings from Helen & from me to you and all yours. 

   

     Ever yours   Angus 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 


