
       St Andrews College 

        Grahamstown  

         Feb 8
th

 1884 

 

Dear Mama 

  The survey fellows are trying to get Boots to separate them so 

that they can work better. Boots is trying to get strict. Every little thing you 

get 100 lines. He hasn’t given me any yet but if he gives me them for some 

things like going in at the front door he will have to sing for them. If Boots 

is an example of an English gentleman I would rather remain an Africander 

Cad as he thinks us, making us go round the back. 

  Football will soon be in and I’m not sure I’ll play as Dr 

Harrison told me I must’t take too much exercise. He told me this when I 

came through there and said that was the reason of my getting sick when I 

went into water. We are beginning to work much harder than last half but I 

will have to double the work if I want to get through. The nearer the exam 

comes the less chance I seem to have. I am beginning to pick up in Greek 

but I won’t be able to score much in it.  Bate is working every spare minute 

but he hasn’t much of a  chance. I have left off cricket as it takes up two 

whole afternoons in a week. The survey fellows have just come up from 

Boots. After an hour and a quarter’s talking they got what they wanted. An 

awful nice fellow has come this half from Uitenhage. Aspling is his name 

but I don’t know about the spelling. He has only stayed there during the 

holidays and I think they used to stay somewhere about Capetown. He says 

it is a nice place but the heat is the worst he has ever known. 

  Let us know when you will be changing. I suppose you will 

take a month to pack up. There is nothing on at College except a lecture on 

Dean Swift next Tuesday. I don’t think any from here will go so that Boots 

will say we haven’t any public spirit in us to waste 2 hours listening to 

nothing. 

 

  I remain 

  Your affect. son 

  P. Fletcher 

 
[Source:  From a typescript by young Hugh, from a letter in his (?) possession.] 

 

[Notes:    Football was Rugby] 

 

[N.F.        Last edited  18.01.2007] 


